
ACLED History 
ACLED (Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project) is designed for disaggregated 
conflict analysis and crisis mapping. This dataset codes the dates and locations of all reported 
political violence and protest events in over 75 developing. Political violence and protest 
includes events that occur within civil wars and periods of instability, public protest and 
regime breakdown. 

Since 2014, ACLED is a US NGO (501(c)3) incorporated in Wisconsin. ACLED hosts nodes 
in Wisconsin, Texas, Britain, Burundi, Zimbabwe and Pakistan.   

ACLED is directed by Prof. Clionadh Raleigh who created ACLED and is currently a 
Professor of Political Geography at the University of Sussex, in addition to leading this 
project. It is operated by research director Dr. Roudabeh Kishi (University of Sussex). The 
project is managed by Olivia Russell. Several regional managers operate teams throughout 
the world. 

ACLED began in 2005 and coded data for six Central African states and three West African 
states. ACLED-Africa released its fifth version as of January 2015. This version has 
expanded, altered, updated and corrected information from the four versions that precede 
this release. Our present coding rules are largely similar to those the beta set established in 
2005, but decision rules, geographic reach and content has expanded since. In 2008, ACLED 
focused on developing a dataset for the fifty least developed countries, with a concentration 
on African states. These early data are compiled in version 1. Versions 2 for 2011, 3 for 2012, 
and 4 for 2013 are each revised and extended collections of political violence and protest data 
occurring in African states. New additions- including remote violence, and revised 
terminology, were added from Versions 5, 6 and 7. 

Version 8 ACLED expanded to include states in South and Southeast Asia, and the Middle 
East. 

These data contain information on: 

• Dates and locations of conflict events; 
• Specific types of events including battles, civilian killings, bombing, riots, protests and 

recruitment activities; 
• Events by a range of actors, including rebels, governments, militias, armed groups, 

protesters and civilians; 
• Changes in territorial control;  
• Reported fatalities. 

 
 


