
 

BREAKING: Yemen War Death Toll Exceeds 90,000 According to New ACLED Data for 2015 
 
18 June 2019: New data for 2015 bring the total number of reported fatalities in Yemen to more than                   
91,000 over the past four and a half years. For the first time, the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data                    
Project (ACLED) is extending its Yemen coverage from the present back through 2015. These new data                
capture the beginning of the international intervention into the country’s civil war, with the launch of                
the joint military operation led by Saudi Arabia that March. Since 2015, the Saudi-led coalition and its                 
allies are responsible for over 8,000 of the approximately 11,700 fatalities reported in connection with               
direct targeting of civilians in Yemen. 
 
ACLED’s Yemen data are collated in partnership with the Yemen Data Project. 
  

Commenting, ACLED Executive Director Clionadh Raleigh said: “Since the escalation of the conflict              

in 2015, Yemen has been devastated by war. ACLED’s data from 2015 now allow for a full analysis of the                    
violence, providing an estimate of the war’s true toll for the first time. These data are both a tool and a                     
warning: the international community must use them to help understand, monitor, and ultimately resolve              
the conflict before the situation spirals even further out of control.” 
 
The Scale of the Conflict: 

● ACLED records over 91,600 total reported fatalities  from the start of 2015 to the present 1

○ Approximately 17,100 were reported in 2015; 15,100 in 2016; 16,800 in 2017; 30,800             
in 2018; and 11,900 in 2019 thus far 

● More than 39,700 conflict events have been reported since the start of 2015 
○ Approximately 7,700 in 2015; 8,700 in 2016; 7,900 in 2017; 10,200 in 2018; and 4,900               

in 2019 thus far 
● Overall, 2018 is the war’s deadliest and most violent year on record 

 
Impact on Civilians: 

● ACLED records nearly 4,500 direct civilian targeting events resulting in approximately           
11,700 reported civilian fatalities  since 2015 2

○ Approximately 4,500 reported fatalities in 2015; 2,200 in 2016; 1,900 in 2017; 2,400 in              
2018; and 600 in 2019 thus far 

● 2015 is the deadliest year for direct anti-civilian violence on record, with almost twice the               
number of reported fatalities recorded during 2018, the second-most lethal year 

1 Fatality numbers are often the most poorly reported component of conflict data. While ACLED codes the most conservative 
reports of fatality counts to minimize over-counting, this does not account for biases that exist around fatality counts at-large. 
As such, these figures should be considered estimates, rather than exact counts. Find more information about ACLED’s 
methodology for coding fatalities here. 
2 This figure includes only civilians killed as a result of direct civilian targeting. It does not include collateral civilian fatalities.                     
As such, the number is assumed to represent an underestimate of the total conflict-related civilian fatalities in Yemen. 

https://acleddata.com/
https://acleddata.com/
http://www.yemendataproject.org/
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Fatalities_FINAL.pdf


 

● The Saudi-led coalition and its allies remain responsible for the highest number of             
reported civilian fatalities from direct targeting, with over 8,000 since 2015 

○ Around 67% of all reported civilian fatalities in Yemen over the last four and a half                
years have been caused by Saudi-led coalition airstrikes 

● The Houthis and their allies are responsible for over 1,900 reported civilian fatalities from              
direct targeting 

 
Geographic Focus: 

● Taiz has consistently registered as the most violent governorate in Yemen since 2015, largely              
due to a four-year siege laid by Houthi forces 

○ ACLED records over 18,400 total reported fatalities in the governorate and nearly 
2,300 reported fatalities from direct civilian targeting over the last four and a half years 

● Hodeidah and Al Jawf follow Taiz as the next most violent governorates, with almost 10,000               
total combat fatalities reported in each region since 2015 

○ Civilians are at particularly high risk in Hodeidah: intense urban combat and            
indiscriminate attacks have resulted in nearly five times as many reported fatalities            
from direct civilian targeting as in Al Jawf, with approximately 1,800 and 360             
respectively 

● The declaration of a ceasefire in Hodeidah as part of the UN-backed Stockholm Agreement has 
contributed to a partial drop in reported fatalities in recent months, though other fronts in 
Ad Dali, Hajjah and Taiz have experienced heavy clashes 

○ Lethal fighting has especially escalated in Ad Dali in 2019: more than half of the 4,000 
fatalities reported in the governorate since 2015 have occured this year 

● Anti-civilian violence is concentrated in Hodeidah, Taiz, and Sadah: the governorates account            
for more than half of all reported fatalities from direct civilian targeting recorded by ACLED               
since 2015 

 
A US-based 501c3 established in 2014, ACLED is the highest quality, most widely used, real-time data and                 
analysis source on political violence and protest around the world. 
 
 If you would like to use ACLED analysis or visuals, please review our Terms of Use and Attribution Policy. 

For an explanation of ACLED’s methodology for collecting data on the Yemen conflict, click here. 
 
For interview requests and press inquiries, please contact: 
Sam Jones 
Communications Manager 
communications@acleddata.com 
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https://www.acleddata.com/2018/07/31/special-focus-on-coalition-forces-in-the-middle-east-the-saudi-led-coalition-in-yemen/
https://www.acleddata.com/2019/03/20/press-release-yemen-war-deaths-on-overall-decline-as-un-works-to-salvage-truce/
https://www.acleddata.com/data/
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2018/12/TermsofUseAttributionPolicy_4.2019.docx.pdf
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2018/10/Coding-of-YemenCivilWar_Upd2019.pdf

