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ACLED REPORT 
1 August – 3 September 

 
Country: Democratic Republic of Congo 
Time Period: 1 August – 3 September  
Proportion of country in conflict during this period: Approximately 15% 
Conflict State: Continued high danger in certain locations (see chart and maps)  
 
Summary: 
From August through September, the eastern Kivu region continued to experience high levels of 
violence and instability, with limited and scattered fighting north of Kivu in the Orientale (Haut-Zaire) 
province.  During this time, cross-border rebel groups such as the LRA were very active, while another 
Ugandan rebel group ADF/NALU is believed to supply CNDP, a major Congolese rebel organization. 
Consistent targeting of civilians by militias (e.g. Mayi-Mayi) and rebel organizations continued. These 
attacks have lead to internal displacement, particularly in the Dungu region of Orientale. The 
Congolese army, FARDC, has mainly focused on CNDP activities in the Kivu area, while MONUC 
remains a heavy presence in some areas, leading to civilian protests. 
  
As displayed on Map 1, during the summer of 2008, the area of fighting is mainly the Eastern Kivu 
region. Fighting became more contained after June 2008.  
Map 1: Main Conflict Zones 
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In Map 2, it appears that the change in location by month may be due to a cessation of activity by the 
FNI rebel group, which is active in the Ituri region. Mayi-Mayi activity also became more contained as 
the summer progressed. 
Map 2: Main Conflict Actor Zones 

 
Overall, in the last two years in DRC, there is pronounced regional differentiation in rebel activity.  
Chart 1 displays the variation in province level activity. 
Chart 1: Conflict Events in DRC by Province 2006-2008 
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As Map 3 makes clear, sub-regional zones in DRC also display considerable differences in reported 
episodes of politicized violence. Main patterns remain- there is a high rate of violence in and around 
Lake Kivu, with pockets of high violence around the Ituri region in the North. The entire eastern border 
area is unstable compared to the rest of the state. Scattered violence in the west is due to activity by two 
small nascent rebel organizations (Bunda Dia Kongo and RPD). 
Map 3: Violence Across DRC Administrative Zones 

 
Details: 
Throughout August, Mayi Mayi reportedly recruited in North Kivu.  Presumably, given the localized 
nature of Mayi Mayi groups, recruitment is a fairly regular occurrence.   
 
Beginning 13 August, LRA raided villages around Duru, Haut-Zaire (Orientale) for a week, prompting 
the deployment of MONUC and FARDC to the region.  As of 3 September, the population around Duru 
remained fearful of continued unrest, with some residents choosing to leave for Dungu (50 km away) in 
the belief that FARDC is planning a major offensive against LRA.   It is common for LRA to target 
civilian populations to gather supplies.  Typically, LRA also avoids direct confrontation with FARDC, 
choosing to retreat into impenetrable forests, like Garamba National Park.  LRA have been active 
around the Dungu region for years. 
 
In mid-August, Rwandan Hutu rebels killed 7 elephants in 10 days in Virunga National Park.  Increased 
rebel control of the region leads to more poaching; at least 20% of the elephant population of the park 
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has been killed this year - for meat and ivory.  Ivory is just one resource utilized by the rebels as a 
source of income.  Others include minerals and lumber. 
 
On 16 August, Mayi Mayi under Colonel Javier attacked the FARDC position in Nyabiondo, Masisi 
Territory, Kivu.  Fighting continued the next day.  8 people were killed and 4 were injured.  Fitting with 
their ethnic aims and purported connections to communities, Mayi Mayi do attack civilians but more 
frequently confront CNDP and FARDC. 
 
Beginning 17 August, FRPI conducted a week of sporadic raids on the population around Irumu, Haut-
Zaire.  This is typical, as raiding provides a source of supplies, though FRPI has not been highly active 
this year.  The group has set up bases near the Rwenzori Mountains and are receiving supplies from 
ADF/NALU. 
 
Beginning around 21 August, FARDC and CNDP engaged in skirmishes around Rutshuru and Masisi.  
The fighting culminated in an eight-hour battle in Kanomba/e, Kivu on 28 August, one of the fiercest 
battles of the year during which eight thousand were displaced.  Exact casualty counts are not known, 
but 18 rebels and 50 soldiers received treatment at a hospital.  A tense calm has returned; FARDC and 
MONUC maintain a heavy presence, though the army negotiated with the Virunga National Park 
Director and agreed to withdraw. DRC closed its Bunagana border post with Uganda in an attempt to 
cut off Gen. Nkunda's supply line and because border guards were abducted (and released) by the 
rebels.  Gen. Nkunda's spokesperson claims the government started the confrontation because it wants 
the war to continue, while DRC accuses the rebels of breaking the January ceasefire.  CNDP and 
FARDC are definitely in opposition to one another, a fact supported by their conflict patterns. 
 
Civilians rioted in Rutshuru against MONUC on 3 September, following four days of throwing stones 
at MONUC vehicles.  At least one person was wounded.   The population, including the displaced from 
28 September, wants the army to push Gen. Nkunda's dissident forces out of the country instead of 
retreating to previously held lines.  However, the January ceasefire deal calls for a buffer zone occupied 
by MONUC.  This is not the first time civilians in Rutshuru have rioted against MONUC: on 23 and 24 
June of this year, residents expressed the same fears, demonstrating their misunderstanding of the 
mission of MONUC. 
 
Also on 3 September, CNDP and FARDC engaged in more clashes.  CNDP had been in control of the 
village of Ntamugenga, 8 km from Rutshuru centre, but the government regained the territory by 4 
September.  Gunfire was also exchanged in Rugari district, and military commanders claimed that 
CNDP attacked their positions in the villages of Rutchiro, Bushegere, Kahungu, Muhimbira and 
towards the hills of Karika.  Civilians were seen fleeing in the direction of Rubare; exact casualty 
counts were not yet available.  Responsibility for the violence was blamed by each group on the 
opposition, which is quite typical. 
 
Rebel Actors: 
CNDP: Started in August 2005 by Banyamulgene (ethnic Tutsi) former RCD leader Laurent Nkunda, 
who felt betrayed by the outcome of the movement because RCD members were integrated into the 
government military along with, supposedly, Rwandan Hutu rebels who were active in the 1994 
genocide. Nkunda proclaims an aim of creating an inclusive and conflict-free government, as well as 
protecting Banyamulgene, as well as Kinyarwanda-speaking Congolese in general, from Hutu militias, 
especially FDLR, in the Kivus (IRIN, 23 January 2007). Fighting escalated in 2007, but in January 
2008 CNDP signed a ceasefire with the Joseph Kabila Government, though the ceasefire has been 
broken on several occasions.  Recently, Nkunda has reinstated the agreement (Bloomberg, 10 July 
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2008).  CNDP remains one of the strongest rebel forces in eastern DRC, especially in Nord Kivu 
outside of Goma, where Kinyarwanda-speakers are the majority (Irin, 23 January 2007).  At least part 
of the 'Tutsi' population provides support based on solidarity of ethnicity.  In addition, Gen. Nkunda has 
great sway over a significant part of the 81st and 83rd brigades of FARDC.  CNDP is highly structured 
into networks, each with great unit-level initiative, making the organization difficult to unravel from 
the outside (African Security Review 17.1, Institute for Security Studies).   At least one UN 
peacekeeper admits to having allegiances towards Gen. Nkunda's campaign (BBC citing Radio Okapi, 
11 July 2008).  CNDP's stated requirements for peace: talks with the government, the expulsion of 
active Rwandan Hutu rebels, the release of political prisoners, and the return of refugees and exiled 
leaders, like Jean-Pierre Bemba.  In addition to fighting FDLR and FARDC, CNDP also fights Mayi 
Mayi militias encouraged to engage by the government.  The Mayi Mayi say CNDP is fighting for 
Rwandan interests in the country (IRIN, 16 January 2008).  Indeed, the major politicized issues in the 
region are ethnicity and citizenship: Tutsi Kinyarwanda-speakers have, especially since the Second 
Congolese War, been framed as outsiders with Rwandan ties, despite centuries of residing in the Kivus 
(African Security Review 17.1, Institute for Security Studies). 
 
FRPI: Political party of Ngiti in Ituri District; allied with FNI; aims to bring Ngiti militias together with 
traditional leaders to fight the Hema group UPC. Reportedly recruiting new combatants and being 
resupplied with weapons; estimated to comprise around 500 men; capable of conducting hit and run 
operations against FARDC (IRIN, 8 July 2008). Ituri has many "part-time" rebels, or peasants who 
work during the day but carry out "quasi-criminal" activities at night, particularly from MRC, FNI, and 
FRPI.  This makes it difficult to fully resolve the problem of militias in the district (allAfrica.com citing 
MONUC, 9 November 2007).  High-ranking officials  in Kinshasa and in Uganda have provided 
financial and military support for FNI and FRPI (allAfrica.com citing Human Rights Watch, 7 February 
2008).  FRPI continues to be supplied weapons by Ugandan rebels, and the group has a strong base 
near the Rwenzori Mountains, where ADF/NALU also operates (IRIN, 22 August 2008). 
 
Hutu Militias: Rwandan Hutu militias blamed for the 1994 genocide in that country; now operate in 
eastern DRC; no longer pose a threat to President Kagame's Rwanda, but do cause unrest in the DRC 
(Africa Contemporary Record, 2006); in addition, Kagame's government wants to see the perpetrators 
of the 1994 genocide brought to justice - however, it is uncertain how many members of Hutu militias 
actually participated in the genocide, as many are quite young. 
 
LRA: A Ugandan group formed in 1987 to engage in armed rebellion against the government; Joseph 
Kony, the leader, believes himself to be a "spokesperson" of God, lending a distorted Christian 
ideology to the movement.  LRA moves between Northern Uganda, Southern Sudan, Northeastern 
DRC, and sometimes the CAR.  Often, LRA rebels, including top leaders, seek refuge in DRC's 
Garamba National Park, where state presence is minimal.  Typically, LRA operatives raid the local 
populations for supplies, creating chaos in the already unsettled eastern region.  In late May 2008, LRA 
rebels were seen taking seeds and hoes back into Garamba, indicating their intention to plant crops, 
unusual for the mobile guerilla force.  This also means that at least some elements of LRA intend to 
remain in the region for a fairly extended period (ICC Africa Update, 24 June 2008). 
 
Mayi Mayi: Groups of marginalized youth/tribal warriors with long histories beginning before and 
continuing through colonialism;  organized into armed militia groups following independence as part 
of  Marxist-Leninist Inspired "Mulelist rebellion;" rose to prominence during the 1998-2003 civil war, 
during which their aim was to protect villages from invading Rwandan troops; now recruit beyond their 
original community, growing in strength and size; continue operating in the east for control of mineral 
resources and in interethnic conflict.  The loose structure of Mayi Mayi groups means there is no single 
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lobbying or negotiating voice; therefore, many Mayi Mayi fall out of government repatriation programs 
and operate independently in "gun-running and gold-smuggling," cooperating with other rebel groups 
like FNL in Burundi (IRIN: History of the Mayi Mayi, 16 March 2006). Mayi Mayi operate in groups 
ranging from 100 to more than 1,000 (African Security Review 17.1, Institute for Security Studies).  
The Mayi Mayi have continued participating in the ongoing conflict in eastern DRC.  Considered a 
truly indigenous resistance force; demonstrate that they are not primarily concerned with rebel groups 
who are contending for national power, but with their own loyalties to local communities (Africa 
Contemporary Record, 2006).  Mayi Mayi militias are sometimes encouraged by the government to 
fight other rebel groups, like CNDP (Irin, 16 January 2008). Indeed, Human Rights Watch believes the 
Congolese government supports FDLR, Mayi Mayi, and PARECO against CNDP (allafrica.com citing 
Rwanda Press Agency, 21 July 2008).  This fits with the current ideology of Mayi Mayi: since the 
Second Congolese War, the militias have reshaped their identity to be the "authentic" Congolese and 
anti-Tutsi/Rwanda/Kinyarwanda (African Security Review 17.1, Institute for Security Studies). 
 
Government Actors: 
FARDC: National Army 
 
MONUC: United Nations force in DRC 
 
**Both groups have been the perpetrators of violence (including sexual violence) against civilians, 
especially FARDC.  The army is also accused of maintaining ties to certain groups, like FDLR. 


